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HERE'S 
WHAT'S  HOT

At the end of the football season 
in December lowndes was hit with 
sad news of head football coach 
McPhearson leaving. On January 
05, 2020, Coach Jamey DuBose, 
from Arizona,  became the new 
head coach at Lowndes High 
School. He has coached for 26 
years serving as a head coach for 
the past 14 years. He has also 
been a part of five Alabama 
football state championships, 
winning three as a head coach.

When he was asked why he 
became the coach at 
lowndes, and what his goal 
as the new coach was, he 
said, ?It was a great 
opportunity at this time in 
my career. The school 
system is one of the best in 
the state and the 
administration is 
excellent? .   I want to help 
athletes Socially, Mentally 
and Physically, and also 
spiritually with their 
development through their 
high school years.?

Lowndes football should be 
interesting this next season under 
Coach DuBose?s lead, ?I coach with 
a lot of energy, I get involved in 
practice with the teaching and 
working on drill progression. I like 
fast moving practices where there 
is total involvement of the entire 
team and coaching staff.?

Coach DuBose will be a good fit 
with the coaching staff here at 
Lowndes Highschool. We are all 
excited to have him at LHS.

 

Coach Dubose
Byline: Alexzander  Regist er , St af f  Wr it er



 New Year New Vaping Policy 
Byline : Gracie Deas, St af f  Wr it er  

As the new year rolls around so does the schools new 
vaping policy. Upon the return of students from 
christmas break, the Lowndes 
county board of education 
implanted a new vaping policy, 
which changes the disciplinary 
actions taken for students found 
with vaping products. 

The policy states, ?Up to (10) days 
suspension with possible referral 
to law enforcement; possible 
referral for alternative 
placement; possible referral for 
expulsion.? This new policy was 
designed to help kids quit vaping 
due to the rising number of kids 
hospitalized everyday for vaping 
related injuries. 

During an interview with Mrs. McCall about why the 
policy was put in place and whether or not she thinks it 
will be effective or not, she said, ?I really hope this new 

policy will be effective because we hope this new policy 
will better help curve students participating in these 

activities that are deteriorating their 
health at an astronomical rate. We 
want our students healthy in class, and 
ready to learn?

In December when the policy was 
announced there was a huge 
controversy among the student body. 

One students opinion on this matter 
when interviewed was, ? I think putting 
stricter rules on vaping is stupid 
because kids are gonna do it 
regardless of what the rules are. Kids 
are going to do what they want to do 
regardless of whatever new policy they 

put in place.? On the Contrary, when another student 
was asked the same question about whether they think 
the policy is fair  and if they thought it would be 
effective they said, ? Yes, because kids are getting sick 
from this kinda stuff plus kids don?t need to be vaping 
at school but I don?t think it will change? 

On January 26th, 

Lowndes Middle 

hosted a vex 

robotics 

competition. 

Lowndes high?s 

very own Vex 

Team Consisting 

of Isaiah Gentry 

and Gavin 

Mcguire and there 

robot went and 

participated.

The vex team is preparing for State finals next 

month. The vex team has had a great year so 

far and is hoping to win at finals next month. 

The team has been waiting for state since they 

one there first qualifier back in August. It 's been 

a great build-up to the month before the 

competition with Lowndes high winning the 

event at the middle school. 

When speaking to Isaiah Gentry, Freshman 

about the year and states coming up, he said, 

"It 's been a great year for our bot?  I ready to 

go to state I think there's a good chance of 

winning"

February is going to be a great and exciting 

month for the Vex team as they head on to 

state.

 Lowndes Middle Vex Comp
Byline: Lee Fairclot h, Managing Edit or



World War Three: The Real Threat
Byline: Kelly Coker , St af f  Wr it er

On January 3rd, 2020, Iranian general Quasem 

Soleimani is killed by an airstrike in Baghdad. 

The attack is quickly confirmed to have been 

carried out by the United States -- more 

specifically, Donald Trump. Outraged by the 

death of their general, Iran makes a vow to 

?take revenge?. Within hours, rumors of a 

brewing world war are being spread across 

news channels and social media. People are 

unable to tell real from fake and quickly begin 

to panic, fearing everything from Iranian 

airstrikes to the drafting of soldiers. 

But all of this begs the question: for a 

generation who has never experienced a 

world war in their lives, what could such a 

global conflict bring? Excessive drafting, 

economical suffering, death, destruction of 

communities, and forced migration are just a 

few things that can (and have) result from a 

world war. If a war between the United States 

and Iran does occur, airstrikes - entailing 

excessive use of ballistic missiles and nuclear 

bombs - will be at the forefront of every major 

battle. 

Upon the occurrences of these events, 

students of Lowndes High School were 

interviewed to gather opinions on the 

possibility of a world war truly starting. When 

asked what they believed the true declaration 

of war could bring, the responses were one in 

the same: strained relations across the entire 

world. When asked what the impact of a war 

would have on them or their family, one 

student said: ?My family wouldn?t want me to 

join the war, but I would if I had the chance.? 

Students who participate in the interview 

remain hopeful, standing by the belief that a 

world war will never come to be -- at worst, a 

small invasion, or more troops in Iran. But as 

the news continues to develop, and tensions 

between the United States and Iran continue 

to fluctuate, nothing is for certain.



In 1999, everyone thought the 
world would end when the new 
millennium arrived, but 
flash-forward to 20 years later and 
you?ll find we?re still here, and doing 
better than ever. 2020 isn?t exactly 
how the movies depicted it to be, 
but there?s still hope for the future, 
even if it means we have to travel 
back in time in a Delorean to 
change the outcome. This raises 
some questions though. How did 
we get here, and what led us to 
become this way?

I like to think 2010 was every 2000s 
child?s foundation for nostalgia. 
Facebook jump-started this year, 
the Ipad was invented, Lady Gaga 
was still relevant, memes were in 
their first stages of life, the Walking 
Dead made its first appearance on 
AMC- so many different things were 
happening that were starting to 
shape how we see society today. 
Not to mention, the popular social 
networking site Instagram was 
founded in this year as well. 

In 2011, popular franchises like the 
Harry Potter cinematic series and 
the Oprah Winfrey show came to an 
end. Fans were sad to see these 
things go, but the Harry Potter 
fandom is still going strong today. 

2012 was an innocent time for the 
music industry. We were given the 
catchy yet spectacularly annoying 
gift of Carly Rae Jepsen?s hit song, 
?Call Me Maybe,? and many more 
songs that became classics for the 
2010s, such as Maroon 5?s 
?Payphone? and Justin Bieber?s 
infamous ?Boyfriend? song. 
Unfortunately, in the same year we 
lost renowned pop singer Whitney 
Houston because of disease-related 
difficulties. In addition, 2012 also 
marked the end for Hurricane 
Sandy, a category 3 hurricane that 
affected states along the East Coast 
of the U.S. and across 5 Caribbean 
nations. 

   2013 was a ?filler? year of sorts. It 
brought us one of the most beloved 
Disney animated films, Frozen, and 
also one of the strangest films, a 
movie you might know as 
Sharknado, that got 5 more sequels 
in the following years. Unless you?re 
counting Destiny?s Child reunion at 
the Super Bowl, then there were no 
giant discernable differences that 

made this year stand out from the 
others. 

2014 marks the start of the 
video-sharing app Vine?s rise to 
popularity amongst artists and 
YouTube stars. Through this app, 
people were allowed to share 
6-second comedic videos of 
whatever they wanted where the 
rest of the world could see. Famous 
?viners? such as Thomas Sanders, 
Lele Pons, King Bach and others 
would usually post small skits 
featuring them or others doing 
humorous things that earned them 
lots of followers on the platform. 
The app became popular from its 
many hilarious compilations on 
YouTube. 

In 2015, the government legalized 
same-sex marriage in the U.S. and 
Ireland, Nepal elected their first 
female president, and the first 
female bishop came to be in the 
Church of England. As much as I?d 
like to say 2015 was a time of 
expansion and growth for the 
equality cause, ?Hotline Bling? was 
also a thing that year. Although 
something people might have 
forgotten about that happened this 
year was the meme about the 
dress, where people would trip over 
each other?s toes to find out 
whether the dress was blue and 
black or white and gold. 

2016 was a year of 
accomplishments. Michael Phelps 
made Olympics history when he 
brought home six medals from Rio, 
bringing his total of 28 Olympic 
medals to a whopping 34 medals 
and becoming the most decorated 
athlete in Olympic history. Also in 
the same year, the Americas 
became measles-free and giant 
pandas were taken off the 
endangered species list. 

In 2017, one of the first solar 
eclipses to occur in the U.S. after 38 
years shocked the nation. In a good 
way, too. A month before this 
happened, local libraries were 
giving out special glasses that 
allowed for people to look directly 
at the eclipse because of the 
blinding effects that could happen 
when you did. 2017 was also the 
year President Trump went into 
office and the Women?s March took 
place in Washington D.C

Overall, 2018 was a pretty decent 
year. Prince Harry and Meghan 
Markle got married, Black Panther 
became one of the first African 
American Marvel characters to have 
their own solo film, people were 
trying to figure out whether an 
audio clip was saying ?yanny? or 
?laurel.?  There were no downsides 
to this year besides the big scare 
Marvel gave their viewers when 
they ?killed off? a lot of their famous 
characters in the third addition to 
the Avengers tetralogy, Avengers: 
Infinity War. 

Last but definitely not least is 2019. 
2019 differed from the rest of the 
years because it felt like everything 
was coming to a wrap. Avengers was 
ending, Supernatural was on its final 
and fifteenth season (although it 
probably should have ended a 
while ago), Star Wars finished its 
final movie with a tear-jerking 
climax. Although through all the 
shed tears and fans? 
disappointment, 2019 still managed 
to be one of the happiest years 
within this decade. The music 
industry was thriving, new movies 
and shows were well on their way 
to becoming classics in film history, 
technology was advancing. It was 
one of the most satisfying years by 
far.

Although the future is uncertain, 
our present is slowly wasting away, 
so spend your life to the fullest and 
make new memories everyday. If 
you dwell on the things you could 
have done this past decade, you 
won?t have room for the great 
things you can do now.

A Decade in Review
Byline: Ashley Rice, St af f  Wr it er
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Our Vikings and Vikettes hustled hard on 
Wednesday, Jan.15 by dribbling, passing, and 
shooting the basketball 
across the court.

Unfortunately, both 
games were for our 
demise. Our JV Vikettes 
fought long and hard, and 
it was clear that they were 
putting their hearts into 
the game. They lost by a 
10 point difference.

The varsity boys gave VHS a run for their money. 
Although they lost, the boys put up a good fight. 
Paul Montgomery, senior scored a total of 17 

points in the game! The Varsity boys only lost by 
two points!

? We played good but it was a 
challenge'', Tony Wiseman, 
senior. 

The Varsity Cheerleaders gave 
a great show at halftime! They 
pranced across the floor giving 
the audience attitude and sass. 
The crowd enjoyed every bit of 
it.

Remember to tell the players and cheerleaders to 
keep up the good work.. We take pride in our 
sports and even greater pride in our players.

 Winnersville: BasketBall Edition
Byline: Heaven Manning, St af f  Wr it er

In the last couple years Netflix has had a 
decline in the amount of  shows and movies 
available on their streaming network. 
Currently there are 4,335 movies and 1,197 
shows available on Netflix. As compared to 
the new streaming service, Disney Plus, there 
are 500 movies and 600 shows available. 

Both streaming networks are well known. 
However, some prefer one over the other. 

Rating wise more LHS students prefer Netflix. 
According to the polls, the LHS student body 
favors Netflix. Out of the polls 65%  chose 
Netflix, and 35% chose Disney Plus. ?I think 
Disney Plus is more popular, because it has 
more shows from our childhood and it?s more 
sentimental,? Kalli  Melligan, Freshman. While 
Disney plus may be the talk of the internet 
they have a long way before they reach the 
magnitude of Netflix.

Rant & Rave: Disney+ v.s Netflix 
Byline: Madelyne Mur ray, St af f  Wr it er

Photo Credits to Disney+ Photo Credits to Netflix



Lowndes High School held their fourth 

annual Poetry Out Loud competition on 

Friday, January 24. POL is a contest that 

encourages students to memorize and 

recite original poems in front of an 

audience.

Melba 

Miller, 

senior, took 

first place in 

the 

competition. 

She is a 

fourth-time 

participant 

and 

two-time 

first place 

winner of 

LHS Poetry Out Loud. Ellie Doyle, Junior, 

took second place runner up in the 

competition. 

Melba will continue onto the South 

Georgia Regional Competition on February 

15, 2020 to represent for Lowndes High 

School. 

?It felt great to win Poetry Out Loud again 

this year. I?m glad I?m able to represent 

Lowndes High School at region Poetry Out 

Loud this February in McRae,? said Melba 

Miller, Senior. 

Poetry Out Loud has been around for a 

couple years now, and it has helped 

students and poets from all over the world, 

who take part in 

these contests, 

to improve their 

reading and 

memory skills 

and to 

understand the 

poetry world 

better.

?I started 

participating in 

Poetry Out Loud 

Contests 

because of Mrs. 

Reitz. She?s an amazing teacher who 

helped me discover my love for reciting 

poetry. Thanks to her I?ve participated in 

these contests my whole high school 

career,? said Melba. 

If you want to know any further 

information about participating in the 

Poetry Out Loud contest for next year, you 

can visit Mrs.Reitz room E733, or the 

Poetry Out Loud website.

LHS Poetry Out Loud

Byline: Ashant i Mur ray, Layout  Edit or



Disney Plus?s release of ?The Mandalorian? blew 

sales for the streaming service out of the water. 

The show aired on November 12, 2019 and it?s first 

season ended on December 26, 2019. Here are 

some of the highlights to try and understand the 

series. WARNING! Spoilers ahead

 The Mandalorian follows a character known only 

by the name ?Mando? for the whole season. 

?Mando? is a bounty hunter who, obviously, hunts 

people for money. Mando is a part of a guild of 

warriors known as ?Mandalorians.? They wear 

some of the toughest armor in the galaxy and 

sport the signature helmet but, Being a 

Mandalorian isn?t about wearing fancy armor and 

hunting people. It is a code, like the knightly code 

of chivalry. No living being is allowed to see the 

mandalorians without their helmets. 

 With the explanation of The Mandalorians out of 

the way, here is the plot of season 1. Mando is first 

seen hunting a target who he inevitably finds and 

?takes care of.? He goes to obtain his reward and 

asks for another job. The man who assigns him 

this task, Greef Carga, is apart of the Bounty 

Hunters Guild. Mando is assigned a task from an 

unnamed client, who is a part of the Old Empire 

that has inevitably fallen. The bounty has Mando 

go after what he presumes is just another target. 

This is where Mando encounters ?The Child? 

known more commonly to some as Baby Yoda.

 The Child is Mando?s target. But instead of killing 

him, Mando decides to rescue him from the 

unnamed client. The two of them together have to 

escape The Client and the Bounty Hunters Guild. 

The Mandalorians who were in hiding eventually 

come out and help Mando and The Child escape.

 Mando and The Child fly across the galaxy, getting 

into a few other sticky situations. The worst is 

when they encounter Moff Gideon. Moff is one of 

the soldiers who seized mandalore and killed 

Mando?s parents. But Mando was rescued by a 

Mandalorian and that is when he swore into the 

code. A battle takes place and Mando discovers 

most of the mandalorians in hiding have been 

killed except for one. She makes a patch for 

Mando and The Child, calling them a ?clan of two? 

and sends them off. Mando and his friends get 

into a scuffle with Moff, ending with Mando taking 

down Moff?s tie fighter. It?s discovered by the end 

of the final episode, Moff Gideon possesses the 

Dark Saber. A lightsaber made by mandalorians, 

for mandalorians.

 Season 2 of the show is set to air Fall of 2020 with 

no specific date. Of course, season 2 will follow 

Mando, who?s real name is given at the end of 

season 1, and The Child. They have become a ?clan 

of 2? with their insignia being a Mudhorn. Mando 

is to train The Child since he is force sensitive.

The Mandalorian Season 1 Recap
Byline: Jar ret t  Wysong, St af f  Wr it er
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